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Enjoy a really different day out 
on three unique Railways
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The Isle of Man
An island of History

The Isle of Man’s landscape is
dotted with historic attractions
including medieval castles,
museums, ancient monuments and
maritime charms that give you a
real taste of the Island’s past.

You can find a sense of heritage
around almost every corner of the
Island, which has one of the most
concentrated and best cared for
historic landscapes in Europe.
Some attractions are spread across
the countryside whilst others can
be found within easy walking
distance of each other in towns and
villages throughout the Island, all of
which are accessible via rail or bus.

The Manx Museum, situated in the
Island’s capital Douglas is a key visit
destination for any visit to the Isle
of Man. The museum includes a
fascinating series of modern state
of the art galleries which reveal the
story of the Island through films,
exhibitions and interactive displays.
The museum also houses a small
restaurant which serves some great
Manx dishes.

The Island’s heritage sites can be
visited by road, foot and railways
with the Douglas Horse Trams,
along with the Isle of Man Steam
Railway and Manx Electric Railways
stations only a short walk from the
Manx Museum.

Opened in 1874, the Isle of Man
Steam Railway still runs with its
original locomotives and carriages,
through an ever changing
landscape, to a choice of
destinations in the south.
At Ballasalla, enjoy the ancient
Cistercian monastery of Rushen
Abbey, which includes beautiful
gardens and a modern interpretive
centre, which will be complemented
by the new Abbey Restaurant
opening in summer 2010.

You can continue your journey by
Steam Railway to Castletown where
there are four further historic sites
to visit including Castle Rushen, one
of the world’s most finely preserved
medieval castles.

Not far from the Castle is The Old
House of Keys, the fascinating
formed home to Tynwald, the 
Manx Parliament where you take a
seat in the finely restored debating
chamber, watch as interactive
portraits come to life and take 
part in some great debates.
Nearby, the Old Grammar School is
also well worth a visit, along with
the Nautical Museum where you
can experience its fascinating
maritime charms.

Further south, the National Folk
Museum at Cregneash is an
absolute must see and accessible
by car, boot or bus. Here, you can
see traditional thatched cottages
and farm buildings which illustrate
a traditional Manx way of life at the
end of the 19th century. Whilst at
Cregneash, enjoy our daily
demonstrations including
traditional cooking, spinning, and
needlecraft and sample some
traditional Manx dishes in the
Village Tea Rooms.

The Sound Restaurant and Visitor
Centre is also situated nearby and
offers spectacular panoramic views
of Manx coastal scenery and the
Calf of Man.

In the West of the Island, you can
enjoy a visit to the House of
Manannan in Peel where you are
greeted by the Island’s
mythological sea god Manannan,

who welcomes you to his
fascinating Kingdom and guides
you through the Island’s rich Celtic
Viking and maritime past.

Whilst in Peel, walk along the
stunning new marina and quayside
to Peel Castle, an ancient fortress
situated on St Patrick’s Isle and
overlooking Peel harbour. After
visiting Peel, travel south to Niarbyl,
where you can enjoy the café and
visitor centre, and discover the
traditional thatched cottages at
Niarbyl Bay.

In the north of the Island, visit the
Grove Museum of Victorian Life in
Ramsey, along with its delightful
tearooms. Beautifully preserved, a
visit to the house, outbuildings and
country garden is like stepping
back in time.

From Ramsey or Douglas, enjoy a
trip on the Manx Electric Railway 
to Laxey where you can see the
Great Laxey Wheel, one of the
Island’s most iconic sites and the
largest surviving working water
wheel in the world. The impressive
22m (72.5 feet) diameter water
wheel was built in 1854 and has
remained one of the Isle of Man’s
most dramatic tourist attractions
for over 150 years.

�Manx Electric Railway � Snaefell Mountain Railway � Isle of Man Steam Railway� 

House of Manannan, Peel

Sound & Calf of Man

Castletown Harbour

Groudle Railway



SOUTH
BY STEAM 2010
Opened in 1874, this narrow gauge railway still runs
with its original locomotives and carriages, through an
ever changing landscape, to a choice of destinations in
the south of the Island.
At Ballasalla there is the ancient Cistercian monastery of Rushen
Abbey, restored in 2000 with a modern interpretive centre explaining
this historic monastic treasure.

Enjoy a leisurely stroll along the river to Silverdale Glen with it’s café,
boating lake and children’s play area. In Castletown there are four
unique heritage sites continuing The Story of Mann theme, Castle
Rushen, the Nautical Museum, The Old Grammar School and the Old
House of Keys. Nearby there are shops, pubs and restaurants to visit.

The final two destinations are Port St Mary with its busy sheltered
harbour, sandy beaches, 9 hole golf course and café or spend the day
in Port Erin, which is always a favourite for families, with its soft sandy
beach.

Away from the beach explore Bradda Head and Milner’s Tower, which
overlook the bay, play a round of golf, take a walk in the glen or along
the coastal footpaths.

Well worth a visit is the Railway Museum and shop, next to the station
with its visual displays and static rolling stock telling the story of Manx
steam from the 1870’s to the present day. From either Port Erin or Port
St Mary you can take a bus to Cregneash, a 19th Century Manx
crofter’s village, or the visitors centre and café at the Sound, the most
southerly tip of the Island with stunning views of the Calf of Man. Then
after a busy day why not finally relax in the Port Erin Railway Station
Café before heading home on the train.

NORTH
BY ELECTRIC 2010
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Step aboard your tram car at the Manx Electric Railway
terminus at Douglas (known as Derby Castle) situated at
the northern end of Douglas promenade.
Sit back and relax as the spectacular Manx countryside passes slowly
by. The Manx Electric Railway hugs the Island’s east coast as you pass
through leaf filled glens, gorse topped hills and spectacular coastal
scenery as it winds its way northwards towards Laxey and Ramsey.

Laxey is the starting point for the Snaefell Mountain Railway, a unique
Victorian enterprise which winds its way up above 2000 feet to the top
of Snaefell, the Island’s only mountain. At the top enjoy the
breathtaking views, and it is the only place in the British Isles where
you can see England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales just by turning
around. While at the top, enjoy refreshments in the Summit Hotel café.

Laxey is also home to the Lady Isabella, the world’s largest water
wheel, or take the mines trail which gives a glimpse into Laxey’s
fascinating subterranean past.

From Laxey the railway continues past some of the most dramatic
coastal scenery on the Island, interspersed with idyllic glens, ideal for
walking, which can be accessed from most of the lineside stops. Finally
Ramsey, the largest town in the north and home to the Gibb’s of the
Grove museum, a perfectly preserved manor which illustrates what life
was like upstairs and downstairs in a Victorian home. Outside there are
displays of vintage vehicles and agricultural equipment.

Ramsey also has plenty to offer in the way of family entertainment
with its long sandy beaches and the Mooragh Park with its large
boating lake, tennis courts, bowls, crazy golf and swings. The town has
an interesting commercial harbour to stroll along as well as a choice of
shops, cafes, restaurants and bars.



Event Month Location
Ultimate Driving Selected dates MER - Laxey to Ramsey -
Experience available in

May, June & July 
Rush Hour on the Railways May 1st to 3rd May
Snaefell Sunset Dinner June Wed 23rd June until

end August
Enthusiasts Heritage Event July / August 28th July to 1st August
Tram Gathering September 21st to 23rd September - 

Tram Event
Halloween October Fri 29th & Sat 30th Oct - 

Halloween Train as per 2009
Santa Trains December Sat 4th, Sun 5th & Sat 11th,

Sun 12th - Santa Weekend
Trains

Blow away the Cobwebs December Thur 30th Dec - as per 2009

Further proposed events may include an Easter Egg Hunt and a Fathers
Day Special amongst others.

For Corporate Events or Private Hire enquiries please contact:- 
Richard Little, Marketing  & New Business Manager on 01624 697471

or email Richard.Little@gov.im
SpeciaL Events!

Douglas Corporation Horse Trams 
(Island Explorer Tickets are valid for travel)
Opened in 1876 this horse drawn tramway operates along the seafront in
Douglas between the Sea Terminal and Derby Castle still using its original
rolling stock. An ideal and interesting way to travel between the Isle of Man
Steam and Manx Electric Railways if time permits. The Horse Trams operate
during the summer season.

Orchid Line 
(Island Explorer Tickets not valid for travel)
A miniature railway at the Curraghs Wildlife Park operates on Sundays from
Easter to October and on some Saturdays in peak season. A wide variety of
locomotives can be seen working on the line.

Groudle Glen Railway  
(Island Explorer Tickets not valid for travel)
The Line that Goes Uphill to the Sea

Just 2 miles north of Douglas on the Coast Road, take the Manx Electric
Railway to Groudle Halt, then a short walk through the picturesque glen to
the main station at Lhen Coan.

Services:

• Easter Sunday and Monday 11am – 4:30pm

• Sundays May 9th – September 26th 11am – 4:30pm

• Wednesday Evenings July & August 7pm – 9pm (in conjunction with
MER Evening Service)

• Saturdays in August 11am – 4:30pm

For further details on Special Events including Buffet Specials, Jester
Express Day, Teddy Bear’s Picnic and Heritage Events, Discounted tickets,
Driver Experience days and Souvenirs check out our website
www.ggr.org.uk  Talking Timetable 670453..

The Great Laxey Mines Railway   
(Island Explorer Tickets not valid for travel)
This recently restored section of the Great Laxey Mines Railway runs over part
of the original track bed using two replica locomotives “Ant”and ”Bee”.
Operates every Saturday from 3rd April to 25th September 2010 (11.00am –
4.30pm) and every Sunday from 1st to 29th August 2010 and the following
Bank Holidays and Special Event Days:-
Easter Sunday 4th April (Great Laxey and Lonan Duck Race), Easter Monday 5th April,
Bank Holiday Monday 3rd May, Bank Holiday Monday 31st May, Sunday 6th June
and Thursday 10th June (TT Week), Sunday 20th June (Fathers Day - All Dads and
Granddads Travel Free!), Friday 25th June evening (Laxey Fair), Monday 5th July
(Tynwald Fair Day), Sat 31st July & Sun 1st August (Enthusiasts Weekend.
Demonstration on trains.), Sunday 15th August (Children's Day & Open Day at Laxey Fire
Station), Bank Holiday Monday 30th August, Sun 24th, Sat 30th & Sun 31st October
(Halloween and Hop Tu Naa Ghost Trains).

Other Railways
of the Isle of Man
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At the top of the Island we have the Snaefell Summit Hotel,
which is open between May and September.

The Hotel provides a range of hot and cold food and boasts 
superb views across the whole Island.

On a clear day you can view the seven kingdoms of Mann,
England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Heaven & Sea.

Why not enjoy refreshments at
one of our four Café facilities.

The Whistle Stop Café is situated within the Port Erin
Railway Station building and is open throughout the year.

In Douglas Railway Station we have Greens Restaurant
which serves a variety of cakes and vegetarian meals.

Greens is open throughout the year.

Laxey Station Café is sited within the Manx Electric 
Railway Station building a short way from the 

Rose Gardens in the centre of the Village.
The Café provides light snacks and homemade cakes 

and is open throughout the Railways operating season.



Discover the Island 
by Tram or Train
Isle of Man Steam Railway • Manx Electric Railway • Snaefell Mountain Railway
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